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The Kansas Office of the Governor
partnered with the Kansas Office of
Judicial  Administration,  the Kansas Office
of the Attorney General ,  the Kansas Law
Enforcement Training Center,  the Kansas
Department of Corrections,  and the
Kansas Coalit ion Against Sexual and
Domestic Violence (KCSDV) to enhance
the criminal  justice response to sexual
and domestic violence and formed the
Governor’s  Advisory Council  on Domestic
and Sexual Violence Response (Advisory
Council ) .  To assist  the Advisory Council ’s
efforts,  the Kansas Office of the
Governor was awarded the Federal
Improving the Criminal  Justice Response
to Sexual Assault ,  Domestic Violence,
Dating Violence,  and Stalking Program
grant from the U. S.  Department of
Justice,  Office on Violence Against
Women. 

The Kansas Governor’s  Grants Program
(KGGP) oversees the administration of
the grant project and staffs the Advisory
Council .  The KGGP and Advisory Council
would l ike to thank al l  those involved in
preparing and commenting on the toolkit .
Special  thanks to the KCSDV and Kansas
Department of Corrections project staff
for researching and drafting the
materials for the toolkit .  Furthermore,
the contribution of the subcommittee
members in sharing their expertise in
developing the toolkit  is  deeply
appreciated.

Domestic violence is  a continuing threat
to the health and safety of Kansas
communities.  The Kansas Bureau of
Investigation Rape and Domestic
Violence Report states during the past
five-year period,  2017 through 2021,
there were 114,963 domestic violence
incidents reported by law enforcement
agencies,  resulting in 56,662 arrests.
Also,  during this f ive-year period,  174
domestic violence homicides occurred
and 87 of those homicides involved an
intimate partner.[1]   

The toolkit  on Uti l izing a Community
High-Risk Team and Lethality
Assessment to Address Intimate Partner
Violence is  designed to guide community
partners through the development and
implementation of high-risk teams
uti l izing lethality assessment protocols
to enhance the criminal  justice response
to high-risk offenders and to increase
support and safety for victims of
intimate partner violence.

Acknowledgements Purpose

[1]Kansas Bureau of Investigation, Domestic Violence, Stalking, and Sexual Assault In Kansas As Reported by Law
Enforcement Agencies 2017-2021, online: KBI - Kansas Bureau of Investigation - Statistics - Domestic Violence and Rape
Statistics

https://www.kansas.gov/kbi/stats/stats_dvrape.shtml


An HRT is comprised of multidiscipl inary system professionals partnering to respond to high-risk
IPV cases using a community-specif ic referral  and selection process.  The HRT manages the cases
identif ied as high-risk by law enforcement off icers or tribal  police uti l izing a lethality assessment
to develop customized intervention plans to address offender accountabil ity and victim safety
across the criminal  justice system. Intervention plans are “…case-specif ic plans to interrupt the
cycle of escalating violence and minimize the risk of further abuse.  Each partner agency defines
the role it  wil l  play to keep the victim safe and hold the offender accountable.  With a more
complete understanding of the background, context,  and status of a high-risk case,  partner
agencies are able to make more ful ly informed decisions in their individual  interactions with the
case.”[2] 

The lethality assessment is  a set of  questions a law enforcement off icer uti l izes to identify the
level  of  r isk or danger a perpetrator poses to a victim of IPV. Risk factors commonly associated
with the l ikel ihood of a violent event occurring include elements of control ,  gun possession,
threatening language,  and history of physical  violence.

Benefits of Using an HRT:
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Overview
The toolkit  provides steps on how to develop a
community-based customized High-Risk Team
(HRT)  using a lethality assessment to address
criminal  justice responses to Intimate Partner
Violence (IPV)  cases.  The information obtained
from the lethality assessment can be used at
various points in the criminal  justice system as
al lowed by Kansas statute to manage offender
risk more effectively and to connect IPV
victims with services.  

[2]Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center. (2022). Domestic violence high risk team. http://dvhrt.org/info/frequently-asked-
questions
[3]Moyer, R. Ph.D. Emeritus Prof. of Psychology, Bates College, “Evidence-based Risk Assessment of Domestic Violence
Officers: The State of the Science in 2006.”
[4] Websdale, N. (2021, September 22). The APRAIS tool, method, and philosophy. [Presentation]. Family Violence Center.
https://youtu.be/fU9TU09gwIk
[5] Messing J.T., & Campbell, J. (2016). Informing collaborative interventions: Intimate partner violence risk assessment
for front line police officers. Policing, 10(4), 1-13.

“Risk assessment is  a procedure
whereby we measure some
characteristic of  a person or
situation and then use that
information to predict l ikel ihood
of some negative event- re-abuse,
for example,  as measured by re-
arrest.”[3]  The assessments
referred to in this toolkit  are
actuarial  tools that integrate risk
factors identif ied by statistics
drawn from large data sets.[4] 

Domestic violence actuarial  tools measure the
potential  of  increased risk (such as re-abuse,  re-
arrest,  dangerousness,  and lethality)  to domestic
violence victims,  their famil ies,  and or the community.
Law enforcement off icers using assessments measuring
high-risk indicators that include contextual
information regarding the relationship are more l ikely
to identify violence,  coercion,  and control  patterns,
and intervene with the offender.  It  is  important to
note that an “… assessment alone does not prevent
negative outcomes; rather,  it  is  the interventions with
victim-survivors and perpetrators that fol low an
assessment of high risk that have an opportunity to
reduce risk,  future violence,  and homicide."[5]

Enhances communication between
agencies;

Develops individualized and
comprehensive safety plans for survivors;
and

Mitigates dangers high-risk offenders
pose to the community.

 

 

http://dvhrt.org/info/frequently-asked-questions
https://youtu.be/fU9TU09gwIk


Benef i ts  o f  Us ing  Risk  Assessments  (v ia  Battered  Women ’s  Just ice  Pro ject )

KANSAS COALITION AGAINST SEXUAL AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (KCSDV)  CAN
PROVIDE SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THE STAGES OF  TOOLKIT  IMPLEMENTATION.

CONTACT KCSDV AT COALITION@KCSDV.ORG OR CALL 785 .232 .9784
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Assist victims and domestic violence victim advocates to develop more
realistic safety plans.  
Help the criminal  justice system identify which offenders need higher
bail ,  inform conditions of release,  and craft  enhanced supervision
strategies.  
Educate criminal  justice practit ioners and service providers about
domestic violence and provide a shared language about risk factors.  
Assist  perpetrator treatment programs to select the amount and types
of treatment.

mailto:coalition@kcsdv.org


Initiate the Process

Community has an HRT but
needs a lethality assessment

Community utilizes a lethality
assessment but needs an HRT

Community does not have
HRT or lethality assessment 

Community has a
Coordinated Community

Response (CCR)
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High-Risk Team Framework

Identify Partners
Assess Community
Identify Coordinator
Training

Establish High-Risk Team



Define Member Roles
Select Lethality Assessment Tool
Case Referral and Selection
MOU/Confidentiality Agreement
Training

Develop HRT Protocols



Assess the Scene
Administer the Tool
Screen for Risk Level

Utilizing Lethality Assessment Tool



Case Investigation by Law Enforcement Officer
Prosecutor

File Charges
Prosecute Criminal Cases

Judge
Bail
Release
Trial
Sentencing

Corrections
Containment Plan

Using the Assessment in the Criminal Justice Process



Case Referral and Selection
Case Management and Intervention
Victim Safety Plan
Offender Accountability Plan
Evaluating and Sustaining the HRT

HRT Management





The community has an HRT but needs a lethality assessment to screen high-risk IPV
cases;
the community uti l izes a lethality assessment but needs an HRT for managing high-risk
IPV cases;  
the community does not have an HRT or lethality assessment tool  for managing high-
risk IPV cases;  or
the community has a coordinated community response addressing domestic violence
responses.  

The formation and implementation of a High-Risk Team (HRT) using a lethality assessment
tool may be init iated by any interested stakeholder(s)  with a role in the community ’s
response to intimate partner violence (IPV) within a city,  county,  judicial  district,  or any
other defined geographical  regions in Kansas.  However,  i f  the init iating stakeholder is  not
the community-based domestic violence agency or law enforcement agency,  these agencies
must be identif ied and consulted prior to moving forward. 

Establish which category best correlates with the targeted geographic territory or judicial
district .  

A Coordinated Community Response (CCR) is  a multidiscipl inary team of representatives
working in partnership to improve the domestic violence response.  If  the community has a
formalized CCR multidiscipl inary team, the CCR wil l  often init iate a community HRT and
lethality assessment process or assist  other community stakeholders in forming an HRT and
lethality assessment framework.  The fol lowing table i l lustrates the differences between a
CCR and an HRT: 
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Initiating the Process

Establish High-Risk Team

Sharing information internally for 
 interagency training
Community awareness and prevention
Enhancing response protocols
Utilize case review to identify gaps in
system response

Coordinated Community Response



Sharing information collaboratively
and strategizing together
Case-specific plans
Coordinated agency intervention
Review, manage, and monitor active
cases

High-Risk Team



Forming a CCR is optional  and not necessary for establishing an HRT uti l izing a lethality
assessment tool .  However,  a CCR does provide an avenue, outside of individual  case
reviews,  to develop items such as agency level  policies,  protocols,  and trends.  Existing
resources are avai lable for creating and strengthening a CCR multidiscipl inary team. The
Kansas Coalit ion Against Sexual and Domestic Violence can provide training and technical
assistance regarding CCR development or expansion.  

https://www.kcsdv.org/


Public Safety Answering Point, 911 dispatch;
Law Enforcement Agencies/Tribal Police;
Law Enforcement Victim Advocates;
Prosecutors (Municipal, County and District);
Court Personnel;
Probation and Parole services;
Local Jail and State Prison;
Local Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Advocate Programs;
and
Batterer Intervention Program.

What they hope to accomplish by implementing the HRT and
lethality assessment framework;
Why a representative from the agency is needed; and
A commitment to send a representative to an initial meeting to
learn more about the HRT and lethality assessment framework. 

Identify High-Risk Team Members
Formation of the HRT requires an integrated interagency approach
to IPV throughout the criminal justice system, which begins by
identifying potential members. Below is a list of potential members
for the HRT from criminal justice system and community-based
agencies: 

The stakeholder contacting potential HRT members should
communicate:

For additional guidance, review the Community Tool Box's
Creating and Maintaining Coalitions and Partnerships Toolkit. 
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Other helpful resources on coordinated community response include: 
• Coordination Models – Battered Women’s Justice Project
• A Coordinated Community Response to Domestic Violence – Ellen Pence
• The Duluth Model – Domestic Abuse Intervention Programs
• CCR/SART Development Toolkit – NCCASA & NCCADV
• Wisconsin Sexual Assault & Domestic Violence CCR Toolkit – WCASA

Immigration or Refugee services;
Tribal organizations;
Organization specific to communities of color;
Religious organizations/churches;
An attorney, legal aid organization, and/or law firm that
specializes in working with marginalized communities, such as
an immigration attorney;
Area Agencies on Aging;
Organizations that serve individuals with disabilities; and
Organizations that serve individuals who identify as LGBTQ+.

Culturally Specific and Underserved Communities* [6]
The HRT must consult directly with culturally specific community
organizations. Kansas communities have culturally diverse and
underserved IPV victims and survivors. Marginalized victims and
survivors of IPV often connect with organizations representing
their identity/identities before, or in place of, calling law
enforcement or a community-based domestic violence and sexual
assault agency.   

[6]*Additional resources and technical assistance provided by national experts recognized for their work with culturally specific and/or traditionally
marginalized communities, include but not limited to Ujima, Esperanza United, Asian Pacific Institute on Gender–Based Violence, Activating Change, Inc.,
and the Alliance of Local Service Organizations, to name a few.

By developing a partnership with these programs, the response to victims and survivors seeking assistance 
can be done in an appropriate and culturally responsive manner.  2020 Racial and Ethnic Diversity Map

The English language may also be a barrier in 4.51 percent of the Kansas population.  HRT members can identify
the non-English speaking populations in the area at  2015 Language Map App | LEP.




*limited English proficiency (LEP)

https://ctb.ku.edu/en/creating-and-maintaining-coalitions-and-partnerships
https://www.bwjp.org/our-work/topics/ccr-models.html
https://praxisinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/ccrdv.pdf
https://www.theduluthmodel.org/about-us/coordinated-community-response/
https://nccasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ERS-CCR-SART-Toolkit.pdf
https://www.wcasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CCR-Toolkit.pdf
http://www.ujimacommunity.org/
http://www.esperanzaunited.org/en/
https://www.api-gbv.org/
https://www.activatingchange.org/
https://also-chicago.org/also_site/
https://www.census.gov/library/visualizations/interactive/racial-and-ethnic-diversity-in-the-united-states-2010-and-2020-census.html
https://www.lep.gov/maps/lma2015/Final


Sample Timeline

KANSAS COALITION AGAINST SEXUAL AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (KCSDV)  CAN
PROVIDE SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THE STAGES OF  TOOLKIT  IMPLEMENTATION.
CONTACT KCSDV AT COALITION@KCSDV.ORG  OR CALL 785 .232 .9784

HRT Coordinator Duties
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HRT Assess Community 
The following community assessment tools will aid HRT members in determining the community's
resources to implement and sustain an HRT and lethality assessment framework and to define protocols.     

Community Capacity – to assess a community’s needs, partnerships, and readiness to initiate a lethality assessment
and/or high-risk teams 
Community Inventory – to create a full inventory of community’s resources and data as it relates to domestic violence
Strengths and Challenges Analysis – to analyze community’s strengths and opportunities for improvement in the
domestic violence response systems
System Mapping – to construct the flow of information throughout the criminal justice process for a domestic violence
case 
Statutory Framework Analysis - to identify local and state laws and policies 

Community Assessment Tools



Identify Coordinator
The HRT will require a leadership position or positions to manage the work. Whether this position is
full-time, part-time, or comprised of co-coordinators, it is strongly recommended the HRT employ a
community-based domestic violence victim advocate to serve in this role.[7]  It is also helpful to have a
law enforcement officer as co-coordinator. Consensus should be established on whether the position is
paid, or other benefits are created for managing the HRT. 

[7]Many domestic violence agencies are non-profit nongovernmental organizations in “that the agency is not subject to any personnel or priority
reorganization due to political shifts or union requirements”, which can help ensure consistency.  Source: Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center. (n.d.) Domestic
Violence High Risk Team. http://dvhrt.org/info/frequently-asked-questions 

https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/timeline-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=b1c90adb_3
mailto:coalition@kcsdv.org
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/hrt-coordinator-duties-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=770e2af8_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/community-capacity-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=44b83959_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/community-inventory-worksheet-11.2022-.pdf?sfvrsn=1d764ec_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/strengths-and-challenges-analysis-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=3f9d9990_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/system-mapping-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=bbd472d0_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/system-mapping-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=ae20503d_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/statutory-framework-analysis-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=65ee5292_3
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Develop High-Risk Team Protocols

High-Risk Intervention Panel by the Nashville Office of Family Safety;
Domestic Violence High-Risk Team by the Jeanne Geiger Crisis Center;
St. Paul Blueprint for Safety by Praxis International; and
Multnomah County, Oregon – Domestic Violence Enhanced Response Team (DVERT).

A High-Risk Team (HRT) is not a strict formula to be followed, but rather a framework that is customized to the specific needs of a
community and the applicable laws and policies within each jurisdiction. To envision how an HRT operates, the following models have
received national recognition:

Each HRT member’s role, including what information or interventions they can provide, will need to be defined in the protocols. The
System Mapping and Statutory Framework Analysis worksheets provide detailed information regarding: the flow of data, reports, and
documentation throughout the criminal justice process; the community-based supports and services for IPV victims throughout each
stage of the process; and, the current laws and statutes within the community’s jurisdiction. 

Suggested policies and protocols for each type of agency to consider when implementing an HRT:
Recommended High-Risk Team Agency Policies and Procedures.

Example of High-Risk Team Member's Role

Table 1 Lethality Assessment Tool (LA)

https://ofs.nashville.gov/get-to-know-us/what-we-do/high-risk-programs/high-risk-panel/
http://dvhrt.org/about
https://praxisinternational.org/blueprint-for-safety/
https://www.multco.us/dv/domestic-violence-enhanced-response-team-dvert#:~:text=The%20mission%20of%20the%20Multnomah%20County%20DVERT%20is,of%20intervention%20is%20to%20stop%20the%20assailant%27s%20violence.
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/recommended-high-risk-team-agency-policies-and-procedures-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=8cbe4b38_3
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How often wil l  the HRT be meeting? 
Who wil l  manage information received by
the HRT?
How many cases can the HRT realistical ly
review in this t imeframe?
Are any cases automatical ly included for
HRT review? 

Is there a certain threshold/score that
would qualify for automatic review? 
Is off icer override al lowed with the
lethality assessment? If  so,  would this
qualify for automatic review?

Beyond automatic inclusion,  what other
criteria should be considered when
determining if  a case wil l  be reviewed?
Who determines which referred cases wil l
be reviewed by the HRT? 

Is it  the HRT Coordinator? 
The entire HRT?

Should high-risk cases identif ied by other
agencies using a risk assessment tool  be
considered for review by the HRT?  

HRT Protocol Questions to Consider for Case Referral, Selection, and Management

Completed Lethality Assessment and the Kansas
Standard Offense Report; (as allowed by Kansas
statute)
Criminal history and records as allowed by
statute;
Upcoming court dates;
Protective orders and violations;
Probation terms and violations; 
Release dates; and
Parole terms and violations.
The HRT Coordinator would need to obtain a
victim release to share information with the HRT.

Information shared during an HRT meeting may
include:

All records kept by the HRT should be minimal.

It is essential to have victims’ voices represented as part of the HRT process. Using signed releases,
advocates can share victims’ requests for safety, fears, desires, needs, and other concerns.  

Survivor Informed Consent for High-Risk Team Case Review

Utilizing Risk Assessments
Lethality assessment(s) can happen at various stages in the criminal justice process. The lethality assessments
capture a moment in time and the dynamics of an intimate partner violence situation can change dramatically
making a “score” assessed on Friday, inaccurate or in need of updating when the case is before a judge on Monday
morning. Also, many of the lethality assessment tools are not designed for or validated for anything beyond a law
enforcement officer’s first response to a domestic violence call for service [i.e. Lethality Assessment Program (LAP)
or Arizona Intimate Partner Risk Assessment Instrument System (APRAIS)]. However, there are tools that are
designed for pre-trial release proceedings such as the Ontario Domestic Assault Risk Assessment (ODARA) tool.
Since there is not a universal best practice, implementers of an assessment tool will need to make informed
decisions about how they want to use the selected tool(s). It is important to note misuse of lethality assessments
can create victim safety issues. 

https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/hrt-case-review-informed-consent-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=703456a0_3
https://www.mnadv.org/lethality-assessment-program/lap-program-overview/
https://socialwork.asu.edu/family-violence-center/aprais
https://odara.waypointcentre.ca/


KANSAS COALITION AGAINST SEXUAL AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (KCSDV)  CAN
PROVIDE SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THE STAGES OF  TOOLKIT  IMPLEMENTATION.
CONTACT KCSDV AT COALITION@KCSDV.ORG  OR CALL 785 .232 .9784
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While each of the tools l isted on page 11  provide great benefit ,  al l  the lethality tools and HRTs have
unintended negative consequences.  None of the l isted tools have been val idated for cultural ly specif ic
and/or traditionally marginalized communities and can create harm for those communities.  Additional
issues regarding victim safety include discoverabil ity and potential  confidential ity violations with some
of the tools.  Therefore,  contacting experts is  recommended to ensure the assessments implemented
have a positive benefit  for al l  populations within the targeted communities.

Using more than one assessment or tool  expands the HRT scope of work.  In addition to the init ial  law
enforcement lethality assessment,  the HRT can incorporate the information collected at various points
in t ime by different agencies to create and enhance interventions that promote safety and
accountabil ity.  ﻿The DV RISC l ink l ists additional  tools that can be incorporated into the HRT Framework.  

Selecting a Lethality Assessment Tool
Law enforcement off icers use a lethality assessment tool  to help protect victims and famil ies when
responding to IPV incidents.  It  also assists off icers in identifying the risk level  to themselves the
perpetrator imposes.  

The fol lowing Lethality Assessment Tool Selection Guide includes a l ist  of  tools designed to predict the
risk of lethal  or near lethal  violence and each uti l ize a val idated and evidence-based scoring process.
Law enforcement off icers must be trained to administer the chosen assessment tool  before using it .   

Kansas Coalition Against Sexual and Domestic Violence
The National Network to End Domestic Violence is a nationally recognized training and technical assistance
provider with an expertise in helping jurisdictions address confidentiality. National experts recognized for
their work with culturally specific and/or traditionally marginalized communities, include but not limited to
Ujima, Esperanza United, Asian Pacific Institute on Gender–Based Violence, Activating Change, Inc., and the
Alliance of Local Service Organizations, to name a few.

mailto:coalition@kcsdv.org
https://dvrisc.org/domestic-violence-homicide-prevention-tools-strategies-assessments/
https://www.kcsdv.org/
https://nnedv.org/
http://www.ujimacommunity.org/
http://www.esperanzaunited.org/en/
https://www.api-gbv.org/
https://www.activatingchange.org/
https://also-chicago.org/also_site/


Model: Developed
By/When:

Predicts
Potential of: Purpose: Scoring:

Danger Assessment
(DA)

Dr.
Jacquelyn
Campbell

(1986)

Lethal or
near lethal

violence

Initially created
for use in
hospitals
Informs victim of
risk, assists in
safety planning,
and helps match
DV services
based on danger
level

20 yes/no questions
The "yes" answers are
totaled and a weighted
score places a victim into a
danger level

Danger Assessment
for Law

Enforcement (DA-
LE)

Jeanne
Geiger
Crisis

Center
(2015)

Lethal or
near lethal

violence

Informs victim of
their risk,
connects victims
with DV services,
and assists in the
criminal justice
system
Can be used in
conjunction with
the DVHRT
model also by
Jeanne Geiger
Crisis Center

11 yes/no questions from
the DA
Each risk factor is worth 1
point, and a total score of 7
or more is referred to the
DVHRT for further review

Lethality
Assessment

Program (LAP)

Maryland
Network
Against

Domestic
Violence

(2005)

Lethal or
near lethal

violence

Assists in
connecting
victims with DV
services directly
and immediately
on-scene either
via phone or a
response
advocate

11 yes/no questions from
the DA
The score catergorizes the
offender as "high danger"
or "not high danger"
Options for officer override

Arizona Intimate
Partner Risk
Assessment

Instrument System
(APRAIS)

Family
Violence
Institute,
Arizona

State
University

(2017)

Lethal or
near lethal
violence,
severe 

re-assault

Used to assess
risk, inform
criminal justice
system decision-
making, and is
intended to
balance the
rights and dignity
of victims with
the rights of the
accused

First tier of 7 mandatory
questions, second tier of 10
optional questions
Responses from the first
tier questions are totaled
and the score places the
case into one of three
categories of risk
Options for officer override

More information on these tools and others is available at the Center for Court Innovation's DV RISC Resource Center.
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https://www.dangerassessment.org/
https://www.jgccdale.org/
http://dvhrt.org/
https://www.mnadv.org/lethality-assessment-program/lap-program-overview/
https://socialwork.asu.edu/family-violence-center/aprais
https://dvrisc.org/domestic-violence-homicide-prevention-tools-strategies-assessments/


KANSAS COALITION AGAINST SEXUAL AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (KCSDV)  CAN
PROVIDE SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THE STAGES OF  TOOLKIT  IMPLEMENTATION.
CONTACT KCSDV AT COALITION@KCSDV.ORG  OR CALL 785 .232 .9784
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HRT Memorandum of Understanding and Confidentiality Agreement
The HRT memorandum of understanding (MOU) and confidentiality
agreement establish mutually agreed upon requirements regarding the HRT
protocols, team member roles/responsibilities, and what case-specific
information can be disclosed as each partnering agency may have different
privacy or confidentiality conditions. Each HRT member should work with
their respective agency legal advisors concerning the content of such
agreements. 
 

HRT Memorandum of Understanding and Confidentiality Agreement
High-Risk Team Release of Information
Survivor Informed Consent for High-Risk Team Case Review

mailto:coalition@kcsdv.org
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/hrt-mou-and-confidenitality-agreement-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=8c991ad8_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/hrt-release-of-information-11.18.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=5512a181_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/hrt-case-review-informed-consent-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=be636ce6_3


High-Risk Team Training

HRT Membership;
Coordination and Leadership;
Case Referral and Selection;
Case Management and Intervention; 
Evaluation; and
Sustainability

Who conducts the lethality assessment; 
The completed lethality assessment and how to understand
the results; and
How the lethality assessment is used throughout the criminal
justice process, information sharing, including what can be
shared by each agency represented on the HRT

Dynamics of domestic violence, IPV, and coercive control;
Preventing arrest of victims and avoiding dual arrest;
Defense of self, others, or property;
Documenting history and context details in the Kansas
Standard Offense Report;
Trauma-informed interviews;
Advanced IPV and domestic violence investigations;
Strangulation; and
Domestic violence-related crimes

Understanding the HRT Framework:

The lethality assessment tool usually includes a specialized
training process for law enforcement officers and other criminal
justice system professionals. Depending on the tool, community
size, and the needs identified by the HRT, the trainings will be
conducted for new law enforcement officers, criminal justice
system professionals, and HRT members. 

Understanding the Lethality Assessment Process:

Additional Training Topics: 
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High-Risk Team (HRT) membership requires training on the HRT Framework and the selected lethality assessment tool. Below are
recommended training topics. 



Procedures  for  Law Enforcement  Of f icers
Ut i l i z ing  the  Letha l i ty  Assessment  Tool

KANSAS COALITION AGAINST SEXUAL AND DOMESTIC VIOLENCE (KCSDV)  CAN
PROVIDE SUPPORT THROUGHOUT THE STAGES OF  TOOLKIT  IMPLEMENTATION.
CONTACT KCSDV AT COALITION@KCSDV.ORG  OR CALL 785 .232 .9784

TOOLKIT PAGE 14

There are four primary components involved in the uti l ization
of a lethality assessment tool .  Please note the information
below is a generalization of the process as each assessment
tool wil l  require special ized training and procedures.  

The Law Enforcement Training and Technical
Assistance Consortium LETTAC and the
International Association of Chiefs of Police IACP
may provide additional information for law
enforcement officers using an assessment 

1 .  Assessing the Scene
Before administering the assessment,  responding
officers should f irst  identify whether the case involves
intimate partner violence (IPV) and complete an init ial
investigation.  

Identify Domestic Violence or Other Related Crimes
Dispatchers may not know whether the case involves
IPV. Therefore,  evidence revealing a IPV component to
the crime may not be discovered unti l  the law
enforcement off icer is  conducting the init ial
investigation on the scene.  Perpetrators of IPV often
commit adjacent crimes in their attempts to gain power
and control .[8] For example,  an off icer may respond to a
“reckless driving crime” or a “property damage crime”
and, upon assessing the scene,  notice signs related to a
pattern of IPV. Being able to accurately determine if  a
case involves IPV is essential  for the proper use of
lethality assessment tools.

[8] Kansas Governor’s Advisory Council on Domestic and Sexual Violence Response (September 2017). Law enforcement domestic violence training
curriculum: The investigation. [Training curriculum, presenter notes]. 

Identify the Aggressor 
After establishing a crime has occurred,  the responding
officer needs to identify the aggressor and the victim. 
 The lethality assessment tool  must only be administered
to the victim. Al l  law enforcement off icers must be
trained in Defense of Self ,  Others,  or Property (DSOP)
prior to uti l izing the assessment tool .  In some cases,
both parties may have used force,  and it  is  crit ical  to
consider additional  information such as each party ’s
history with violence.   Officers should determine
whether force was used in DSOP. A victim’s arrest may
lead to increased danger and further victimization.  It  can
signif icantly decrease the l ikel ihood of the victim
seeking assistance from or cooperating with the criminal
justice system and lessen the abil ity to prosecute the
case.  

mailto:coalition@kcsdv.org
https://www.lettac.org/
https://www.theiacp.org/
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The existence of offensive and defensive injuries 
A prior history of violence and/or abuse 
The size, strength, and bulk of the parties 
The relative severity and extent of the injuries 
The likelihood of future harm to each party 
The relative fear of each party to the other 
Any other evidence available to the officer

To determine if Defense of Self, Others, or Property (DSOP) is present, officers should consider: [9]

For more information on DSOP training, contact a law enforcement training site near you, and review K.S.A. 22-2307.

[9]Kansas Governor’s Advisory Council on Domestic and Sexual Violence Response (September 2017). Law enforcement domestic violence
training curriculum: The investigation. [Training curriculum, presenter notes].  

2.  Administering the Lethality Assessment Tool
After the init ial  response,  determination,  and
investigation,  when an off icer has separated the victim
and perpetrator,  the off icer wil l  ask the victim a series of
questions on the assessment form.

Obtain Consent
Law enforcement should not assume victims are prepared
to discuss or disclose their experience of violence.
Intimate partner violence is  violating and traumatic.   The
victim may expect privacy and/or may be reluctant to
participate in the legal  process.   Law Enforcement
Officers must obtain consent from the victim before
administering the lethality assessment tool .  Additionally,
the law enforcement off icer shal l  inform the victim what
the assessment encompasses and who wil l  have access.
The lethality assessment is  discoverable in court;
therefore,  i f  charges are f i led the perpetrator can access
the information the victim discloses.  A perpetrator ’s
abil ity to see what a victim has reported about the fear
and violence they have experienced can have dangerous
consequences for the victim’s safety.   The off icer should
reassure the victim that their participation is  voluntary,
and they may stop sharing at any time. After the law
enforcement off icer has provided this information,  the
victim must agree to proceed with the assessment.   

Administer the Assessment
Law enforcement off icers are encouraged to use a
relational  approach while administering each question in
the assessment to create an environment where the victim
feels comfortable.  Given that assessments have undergone
rigorous testing in their exact written form, adapting or
changing the original  questions on the tool hinders its
function in effectively predicting risk.  However,  off icers
may ask additional  questions for purpose of the
investigation without impacting the val idity of the tool .

The victim’s answers to the assessment questions help
the law enforcement off icer gather a history of the
relationship and contextualize the elements of power
and control .  While the answers to these questions may
contribute to or overlap with other narratives in the
report,  the assessment should never replace the
Kansas Standard Offense Report.

Ask Follow-Up Questions
The law enforcement off icer should use information
gathered in the lethality assessment to seek additional
context by asking clarifying questions.   For example,  i f
the victim reports f irearms in the home, the off icer
could ask fol low-up questions about how many
firearms exist in the home, where and how they are
stored,  and what type they are.  Even though these
questions are not on the assessment tool ,  it  can be
helpful  for the victim’s safety planning,  the
investigation,  and the safety of the law enforcement
officer.   

https://www.ksrevisor.org/statutes/chapters/ch22/022_023_0007.html


3.  Screening for Risk Level
The number of “yes” responses are calculated,  and this score indicates risk level .  
 
Officer Override
Some lethality assessment tools include the option of a law enforcement off icer-override.
Officers can mark the assessment as “high-risk” based on their best judgment,  even if
victims do not score “high-risk” from responses to the questions.  There are several  potential
reasons victims’  responses to the assessment may not score “high-risk,”  such as fear of their
answers getting back to the perpetrator,  or memory lapse due to trauma, intoxication,  or
physical  injuries.  A law enforcement off icer override option al lows off icers to recommend a
further review of the case,  connect the victim with services,  and refer the case to an HRT. 
 

Inform the Victim of Risk and Services
After administering the lethality assessment tool ,  the off icer must inform the victim about
community-based and law enforcement-based domestic violence services.  A victim scoring
high-risk should be informed of the risk and offered the opportunity to connect directly
with an advocate on-scene or by phone. The law enforcement off icer must fol low its
department’s  domestic violence procedures and provide the victim with required resources
(K.S.A.  2021 Supp. 22-2307) .
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Law Enforcement Policy for On-Scene Lethality Assessment

https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/law-enforcement-policy-for-on-scene-lethality-assessment-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=ffeb1507_3


4. Utilizing the Lethality Assessment in the Criminal Justice Process
The completed lethality assessment tool should be attached to the law
enforcement officer’s final report, which can be utilized throughout
the criminal justice system. The HRT determines the policy and
procedure needed to ensure the completed assessment tool is made
available to the appropriate criminal justice system personnel and/or
community-based domestic violence services. And, describe how the
information will be kept confidential. For example, the completed
lethality assessment should be available to the prosecutor when
determining charges and to the judge at the initial appearance. The
judge may consider the lethality assessment tool when setting bail and
release conditions. As a discoverable document, the defense also has
access to the lethality assessment tool. 

Below is an example how a lethality assessment report may be utilized
in the criminal justice system. The system mapping and statutory
framework analysis information will be helpful when determining at
which stage in the criminal justice system the completed lethality
assessment is relevant to share.
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Law enforcement
completes lethality

assessment 

Prosecutor uses
lethality assessment in
identifying charges or
noting IPV as a related

factor

Judge reviews lethality
assessment at initial

appearance and considers
risk factors when setting

bail and release

Corrections
Containment Monitoring
and Accountability Plan

Note that defense may have access to the completed lethality assessment as a
discoverable document since it is part of the report taken by law enforcement.

HRT Coordinator receives
lethality assessment and

selects cases to be
monitored by the HRT

HRT develop intervention
plans for offender

accountability and victim-
focused safety strategies

Continuous evaluation and
sustaining the HRT 

The Battered Women's Justice Project Accounting for Risk and Danger Checklists
are another helpful resource to consult when identifying offender containment and

accountability strategies and victim-focused safety strategies. 

Review section "Utilizing Risk Assessments” page 9 on how to incorporate additional assessments
throughout the criminal justice process to increase safeguards for victims.  

https://www.bwjp.org/assets/documents/pdfs/accounting-for-risk-and-danger-practice-checklists.pdf


on-going training;
continuous funding for the HRT coordinator;  and 
the capacity and resources each HRT agency wil l  incur due to
increases in services.  (Examples include:  community-based
domestic violence victim advocacy programs may experience an
increase in need for shelter,  advocacy,  and crisis support services;
law enforcement off icers wil l  l ikely increase their t ime on the
scene; and an increase in new cases to the court system.)

Evaluating the High-Risk Team and Lethality Assessment Process
Evaluation is  an essential  element in measuring the effectiveness and
impact of the HRT and lethality assessment processes and identifying
any gaps in the criminal  justice system or its responses to victims
and offenders.  

Sustaining the High-Risk Team
The HRT framework wil l  need to incorporate a sustainabil ity plan.  

Three primary factors need to be considered when developing a plan:  
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The Data Collection Measures and
Community Toolbox Recommendations
will aid the HRT in designing timely and

consistent data collection methods. 

Evaluating and Sustaining the High-Risk Team

Answer questions on using a lethality assessment and high-risk team 
Assist with the development of the implementation
Tailor a needs assessment to specific community parameters
Guide agencies through lethality assessment selection
Make individualized recommendations on local policies and procedures
Provide an overview of trainings 
Support communities through the implementation process and execution of the tool and high-risk team
Refer to national resources for guidance expertise and guidance
Customize evaluation and analyses processes identifying challenges and solutions

Kansas Coalition against Sexual and Domestic Violence - KCSDV can provide support throughout the stages of toolkit implementation, including:

Contact KCSDV at coalition@kcsdv.org or call 785.232.9784

https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/data-collection-measures-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=309540cc_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/hrt-mou-and-confidenitality-agreement-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=8c991ad8_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/community-toolbox-recommendations-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=e49d57f7_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/hrt-mou-and-confidenitality-agreement-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=8c991ad8_3
https://cdn.oits.ks.gov/media/docs/librariesprovider22/icjr-11.2022/hrt-mou-and-confidenitality-agreement-11.2022.pdf?sfvrsn=8c991ad8_3
mailto:coalition@kcsdv.org
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Risk Assessment

Books

No Visible Bruises by Rachel Louise Snyder

Assessing Dangerousness:  Violence by Sexual Offenders,  Batterers,  and Child Abusers  by Jacquelyn
Campbell

Websites

Risk Needs Responsivity and the Role of  Risk Assessments – Center for Court Innovation DV RISC

Assessment Tool  Overview – Northwest Network of Bisexual ,  Trans,  Lesbian & Gay Survivors of Abuse

Safety and Self  Determination – Northwest Network of Bisexual ,  Trans,  Lesbian & Gay Survivors of
Abuse 

Domestic Violence Risk Assessments at a Glance - Center for Court Innovation DV RISC
 
The Danger Assessment for Law Enforcement (DA-LE) - The Geiger Institute

The Arizona Intimate Partner Risk Assessment Instrument System (APRAIS )  -  Arizona State University
 
The Ontario Domestic Assault  Risk Assessment (ODARA) - Waypoint Center for Mental  Health Care  

Videos

Risk Needs Responsivity and the Role of  Risk Assessments  - Center for Court Innovation DV
RISC  

Conducting Risk Assessments on Domestic Violence with Considerations for Batterer Intervention
Programs  - Global Rights for Women  

Articles

The Predictive Validity of  Intimate Partner Violence Risk Assessments Conducted by Practitioners in
Different Settings:  A Review of  the Literature – Svalin & Levander,  2019

Informing Collaborative Interventions:  Intimate Partner Violence Risk Assessment for Front Line Police
Officers – Messing & Campbell ,  2016  

The Science and Practice of  Community Informed Risk Assessment – Websdale & Giangobbe, 2018 

Protecting Victims of  Intimate Partner Violence:  Arizona’s  Emerging Risk Assessment Model – The
Police Chief Magazine,  2018

The Oklahoma Lethality Assessment Study:  A Quasi-Experimental  Evaluation of  the Lethality
Assessment Program – Campbell ,  Messing,  Webster,  Brown, Patchell ,  & Wilson, 2015 
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https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/566c7f0c2399a3bdabb57553/t/566c9d4ec21b865cfe782b0d/1449958734621/Northwest-Network-Assessment-Tool-Overview.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/566c7f0c2399a3bdabb57553/t/566c9cf7c21b865cfe78280a/1449958647977/self-determination-safety-doc.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/domestic-violence-homicide-prevention-tools-strategies-assessments/
https://geigerinstitute.org/da-le/
https://socialwork.asu.edu/family-violence-center/aprais
https://odara.waypointcentre.ca/
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hz2LkrunKUg
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Jill-Messing/publication/303716271_Informing_Collaborative_Interventions_Intimate_Partner_Violence_Risk_Assessment_for_Front_Line_Police_Officers/links/59ea6719a6fdccef8b08d4e4/Informing-Collaborative-Interventions-Intimate-Partner-Violence-Risk-Assessment-for-Front-Line-Police-Officers.pdf
https://www.bwjp.org/resource-center/resource-results/the_science_and_practice_of_community_informed_risk.html
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OQxc_mpjWbKP9dXhQcuu9qdiTKPm8_6C/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1OQxc_mpjWbKP9dXhQcuu9qdiTKPm8_6C/view
https://evawintl.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Oklahoma-Lethality-Assessment-Study-1.pdf
https://evawintl.org/wp-content/uploads/The-Oklahoma-Lethality-Assessment-Study-1.pdf


Domestic Violence & the Budget Crisis: The Use of a Risk Assessment Tool to Manage Cases in Prosecutors’ Offices  –  Hobbs,
2012

New Approaches to Policing High-Risk Intimate Partner Victims and Offenders - Maxwell, Sullivan, Backes, & Kaufman,
2020

TOOLK I T

Critical Looks at Risk Assessment

Articles

Lethality Assessment Tools:  A Critical  Analysis – Websdale,  2000

Commentary on Websdale:  Lethality Assessment Approaches  – Campbell ,  2005

The Perils  of  “Old” & “New” in Sentencing Reform – Eaglin,  2020

The Dangers of  Dangerousness Assessment –  Stark,  2013

Autonomy Feminism: An Anti-Essentialist  Critique of  Mandatory Interventions in Domestic Violence
Cases – Goodmark,  2009

Balancing Liberty,  Dignity,  and Safety:  The Impact of  Domestic Violence Lethality Screening –
Johnson, 2010

An Examination of  the Lethality Assessment Program (LAP):  Perspectives on Implementation,  Help
Seeking,  and Victim Empowerment – Johnson, 2019

High-Risk Team Best Practices

Websites

High Risk Intervention Panel  – Metropolitan Nashvil le-Davidson County Office of Family Safety

Domestic Violence High Risk Team  – The Geiger Institute

Milwaukee Police Department's  Domestic Violence High Risk Team

Articles

Denver’s  Triage Review Assessment  – Battered Women’s Justice Project,  2013

Recommended Best Practices for Domestic Violence High Risk Teams in Massachusetts  -  Massachusetts
Executive Office of Public Safety and Security,  2019

Promising Community Practices:  The High At-Risk Team, Bristol  County,  Massachusetts  – Battered
Women’s Justice Project,  2018
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Predominant Aggressor

Websites

Predominant Aggressor Determination  – International  Association of Chiefs of  Police

Primary Aggressor Statutes  – Battered Women’s Justice Project

https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/sulr/vol35/iss3/14/
https://digitalcommons.law.seattleu.edu/sulr/vol35/iss3/14/
https://nij.ojp.gov/topics/articles/new-approaches-policing-high-risk-intimate-partner-victims-and-offenders
https://vawnet.org/sites/default/files/materials/files/2016-09/AR_Lethality.pdf
http://www.ncdsv.org/images/CommentaryonWebsdale.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=3669339
http://ncdsv.org/FIPVQ_Dangers-of-dangerousness-assessment_11-20-2013.pdf
https://papers.ssrn.com/sol3/papers.cfm?abstract_id=1354047
https://scholarworks.law.ubalt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?referer=&httpsredir=1&article=1337&context=all_fac
https://scholarworks.law.ubalt.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=2095&context=all_fac
https://ofs.nashville.gov/get-to-know-us/what-we-do/high-risk-programs/high-risk-panel/
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://geigerinstitute.org/dvhrt-model/
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5d39f654dfc553000198b222/t/62e99d9bd978f823947eab82/1659477410796/DVHRT+2021+Final+Digital.pdf
https://bwjp.org/site-resources/triage-review-assessment/
https://bwjp.org/site-resources/triage-review-assessment/
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://www.mass.gov/doc/recommended-best-practices-for-domestic-violence-high-risk-teams-in-massachusetts/download
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://www.bwjp.org/resource-center/resource-results/promising_community_practices_the_high_at_risk_team_bristol_county_massachusetts.html
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://www.theiacp.org/resources/predominant-aggressor-determination
https://www.theiacp.org/resources/predominant-aggressor-determination
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://bwjp.org/site-resources/predominant-aggressor-arrest-statutes/
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
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Articles

Determining the Primary Aggressor - Fact Sheet 4  -  Western Austral ian Family and Domestic Violence
Common Risk Assessment and Risk Management Framework 

Predominant Aggressor Identification and Victim Misidentification  – No to Violence Austral ia

Coercive Control & Risk

Books

Coercive Control :  How Men Entrap Women in Personal Life  by Evan Stark

Articles

Armed, Prohibited and Violent at Home: Implementation and Enforcement of  Restrictions on Gun
Possession by Domestic Violence Offenders in Four U.S.  Localities  – Frattaroli ,  Zeoli ,  & Webster,  2020

Drs.  Campbell ,  Messing,  and Pizarro:  Preventing Intimate Partner Homicide  – Everytown for Gun
Safety,  2021

Enforcing Domestic Violence Firearm Prohibitions:  A Report on Promising Practices  -  Office on
Violence Against Women & National  Center on Full  Faith and Credit ,  2006
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Culturally Specific Risk Assessment

Websites

Racial  Equity Impact Assessment Toolkit  – Race Forward

Race Equity Impact Assessment  – Center for the Study of Social  Policy

Understanding the Dynamics & Tactics of  Intimate Partner Violence through the Lens of  Indigenous
Survivors  – National  Indigenous Women’s Resource Center 

Websites

Coercive Control :  Practical  Implications  – Evan Stark

Domestic Violence Risk and Firearms

Websites

Domestic Violence and Firearms – Battered Women’s Justice Project

Firearm Checklist: for Judges, for Advocates, for Law Enforcement, for Prosecutors - National Center on Protection
Orders and Full Faith and Credit

The National Resource Center on Domestic Violence and Firearms – Safer Families. Safer Communities

https://www.wa.gov.au/system/files/2021-10/CRARMF-Fact-Sheet-4-Primary-aggressor.pdf
https://vawnet.org/sites/default/files/materials/files/2016-09/AR_Lethality.pdf
https://vawnet.org/sites/default/files/materials/files/2016-09/AR_Lethality.pdf
https://ntv.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/20191121-NTV-Discussion-Paper-Predominant-Aggressor-FINAL.jpg
https://vawnet.org/sites/default/files/materials/files/2016-09/AR_Lethality.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Frattaroli2021_Article_ArmedProhibitedAndViolentAtHom.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://everytownresearch.org/researchers-campbell-messing-and-pizarro-preventing-fatal-intimate-partner-violence/
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
http://www.bwjp.org/assets/documents/pdfs/enforcing_domestic_violence_firearm_prohibitions.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://www.raceforward.org/practice/tools/racial-equity-impact-assessment-toolkit
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://cssp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/Race-Equity-Impact-Assessment-Tool.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://www.niwrc.org/resources/webinars/understanding-dynamics-and-tactics-intimate-partner-violence-through-lens
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://www.bwjp.org/resource-center/resource-results/coercive-control-practical-implications.html
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://www.bwjp.org/our-work/projects/firearms-project.html
https://www.preventdvgunviolence.org/assets/documents/downloadable-resources/ncpoffc-firearm-checklist-prosecutors.pdf
https://www.preventdvgunviolence.org/index.html
https://www.preventdvgunviolence.org/index.html
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Videos

Cultural  Conversation:  The Cross Section of  Trauma & Crisis  -  Communities Concerned for
Immigrants & Refugees 

A Sample of  Predominately African American Domestic Violence Victims Response to Objective Risk
Assessments  -  Battered Women’s Justice Project

Building Our Capacity to Serve LGBTQ Survivors  – National  Network to End Domestic Violence &
National  LGBTQ Institute on Intimate Partner Violence

Power & Control  in Relationships:  An Assessment Tool  – New York State LGBTQ Intimate Partner
Violence Network 
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When DV Results in Homicide/Fatality

Websites

Domestic Violence Homicide Response Plan:  A Toolkit  for Domestic Violence Programs  – End Domestic
Abuse Wisconsin

Articles

Intersectionality and Invisible Victims:  Reflections on Data Challenges and Vicarious Trauma in
Femicide,  Family,  and Intimate Partner Homicide Research  – Cullen,  Dawson, Price,  & Rowlands,  2021

Challenges in Risk Assessment with Rural Domestic Violence Victims:  Implications for Practice  –
Youngson, Saxton, Jaffe,  Chiodo, Dawson, & Straatman, 2021

Immigrants And Refugees Are Welcome Here:  A Resource Guide with Best Practices for Legal ,  Health,
and Social  Service Providers working with Immigrants who are LGBTQ, Sex Workers,  and/or HIV-
Positive  – Barnard Center for Research on Women, 2018

Risk Assessment with LGBTQ Folks

Websites

Trauma-Informed Principles and Domestic Violence

Websites
Trauma Informed Care  – Sexual Assault  Demonstration Init iative

Tools for Transformation:  Becoming Accessible ,  Culturally Responsive,  and Trauma-Informed
Organizations:  An Organizational Reflection Toolkit  – National  Center on Domestic Violence,  Trauma,
and Mental  Health

Articles

Intimate Partner Violence and Lifetime Trauma  – National  Center on Domestic Violence,  Trauma and
Mental  Health,  2011

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1FDnHhSZoU
https://vawnet.org/sites/default/files/materials/files/2016-09/AR_Lethality.pdf
https://vawnet.org/sites/default/files/materials/files/2016-09/AR_Lethality.pdf
https://bwjp.org/site-resources/a-sample-of-predominately-african-american-domestic-violence-victims-response-to-objective-risk-assessments/
https://vawnet.org/sites/default/files/materials/files/2016-09/AR_Lethality.pdf
https://nnedv.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/LGBTQ-Institute-webinar_NNEDV__.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
http://avp.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/01/Power-and-Control-in-Relationships-An-Assessment-Tool.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://s3-us-east-2.amazonaws.com/edaw-webinars/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/02132632/Homicide-Response-Plan-2020-v0121.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10896-020-00243-4
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s10896-021-00248-7
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://www.communitysolutionsva.org/index.php/resources/item/immigrants-and-refugees-resource-guide-for-service-providers
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://www.nsvrc.org/sites/default/files/publications/2019-04/TraumaInformedCareFinal508.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
http://www.nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/NCDVTMH_2018_ToolsforTransformation_WarshawTinnonCave.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
http://nationalcenterdvtraumamh.org/wp-content/uploads/2012/01/Warshaw-IPV-and-Lifetime-Trauma.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
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 The Praxis Safety and Accountability Audit  Toolkit  – Praxis International

 Emergent Space:  Finding an Alternative  – North Carolina Coalit ion Against Sexual Assault

Enhancing Law Enforcement Response to Victims:  An Implementation Guide  -  International
Association of Chiefs of  Police
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Coordinated Community Response (CCR) Development and Best Practices

Websites

Enhancing Local  Collaboration in the Criminal Justice Response to Domestic Violence and Sexual
Assault :  A CCR/SART Development Toolkit  -  North Carolina Coalit ion Against Sexual Assault  & North
Carolina Coalit ion Against Domestic Violence

Wisconsin Sexual Assault  & Domestic Violence Coordinated Community Response (CCR) Toolkit  -
Wisconsin Coalit ion Against Sexual Assault  & End Domestic Abuse Wisconsin

Blueprint for Safety  – Praxis International  

Implementation

Websites

Articles

A Coordinated Community Response to Domestic Violence  – El len Pence,  Praxis International ,  1997

Videos

Strategic Planning:  Maine's  Roadmap to Implementing Risk Assessment  -  Center for Court Innovation
DV RISC

https://praxisinternational.org/product/praxis-safety-accountability-audit-toolkit/
https://praxisinternational.org/product/praxis-safety-accountability-audit-toolkit/
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UKDHsiRUyKSmVBT5IIujyeOxoUfFQjvJ/view
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1UKDHsiRUyKSmVBT5IIujyeOxoUfFQjvJ/view
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://www.theiacp.org/projects/enhancing-law-enforcement-response-to-victims-elerv
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
https://nccasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/ERS-CCR-SART-Toolkit.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://www.wcasa.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/04/CCR-Toolkit.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://praxisinternational.org/blueprint-for-safety/
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://praxisinternational.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/02/ccrdv.pdf
https://dvrisc.org/resource/risk-need-responsivity-and-the-role-of-risk-assessments/
https://dvrisc.org/resource/strategic-planning-maines-roadmap-to-implementing-risk-assessment/
https://dvrisc.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Svalin-Levander2020_Article_ThePredictiveValidityOfIntimat.pdf
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Governor’s Advisory Council on Domestic and Sexual Violence Response
Jennie Marsh, Kansas Office of the Governor, Governor’s Grants Program
Amy Raymond, Kansas Office of Judicial Administration 
Michelle McCormick, Kansas Office of Attorney General
Audrey Cress, Kansas Department of Corrections
Heather Buller, Kansas Law Enforcement Training Center
Teresa Gallegos, Kansas Coalition Against Sexual and Domestic Violence




Toolkit Subcommittee Members
Sergeant Brandon Deck, Chair, Newton Police Department 
Christina Chavez, Human Trafficking Coordinator, YWCA Center for Safety and Empowerment
Heather Blackburn, Parent/Child Advocate, Safehope
Jennifer Hecker, Executive Director, Options Domestic and Sexual Violence Services, Inc.
Jeri Greer, Victims Services Liaisons, Kansas Department of Corrections
Alex Herman, Attorney, Herman Law Office
Jessica Carrasco, Sex Offender Specialist/Parole Office, Garden City Parole Office
Deputy Jim Baker, Lyon County Sheriff’s Office
Kristin Gill, Domestic Violence Advocate, formerly with Wichita Police Department 
Nora Orschein, Probation Officer, Johnson County Court Services
Reggie Jackson, Executive Director, Satori Counseling
Lieutenant Rod Miller, Wichita Police Department
Sarah Balderas, Attorney, Balderas Legal Group, LLC
Tim Leissman, Wabaunsee County Attorney
Tony Foster, Director of Communications, Douglas County Emergency Communications
Shannon Wilson, Chief Attorney, General Criminal Trial Division, Sedgwick County District Attorney’s Office

ICJR Project Staff
Angie Swart, Kansas Coalition Against Sexual and Domestic Violence
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drafts of the toolkit and providing invaluable comments.
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